The American Revolution: The War Heads South
Introduction (0:00-11:06)
· By December 1779 the war was at a stalemate
· The Americans were camped 30 miles west of New York City with 13,000 troops at Morristown, New Jersey
· The winter at Morristown was the worst of all for the Continental Army- there were 26 snowstorms (6-blizzrds) and only 2 days were it was above freezing (it is said that it was the worst winter in the history of North America)

· Food was in short supply and soldiers wrote about the bad conditions in their diaries

· Washington petitioned Congress for aid but to no avail since Congress itself was nearly bankrupt

· In Charlestown, South Carolina- war had avoided the south for the most part

· Charlestown was only threatened once and did not appear to be a nation at war

· The British national debt soared to 160 million pounds due in large part to the war and they began to question why the war was not over yet

· British leaders like Lord North were criticized for the length of the war

· British policymakers unveiled a new strategy to end the war- the southern strategy

· The British hoped to establish a foothold in the south- wealthiest American colonies that had large plantations and exports
· The British believed that most colonists in the south were loyalists and would support them to reestablish British control
· December 26, 1779 Commander in Chief of the British Henry Clinton received the southern strategy orders- he did not want to fail like his predecessors and  was concerned about how he would be judged

· Nearly 100 ships and 8,700 men left New York City headed for Charlestown

· Washington learned of the British plan but could do nothing to help Charlestown as his army was in no condition and snowed in at Morristown

The Jewel of the South (11:06-19:05)
· Massachusetts farmer Benjamin Lincoln was the commander of the Continental Southern Army and was in command of 2,400 soldiers in Charlestown
· Lincoln
· Fat and suffered from sleep apnea

· Great politician and negotiator

· Lincoln’s primary task was to defend Charlestown which was on a deep water harbor on a peninsula which made it a strong shipping city

· Surrounding Charlestown were impassible and dangerous swamps

· Lincoln petitioned the governor of South Carolina for more troops as he heard of the British advance but he was denied
· Congress promised 3,000 additional troops from North Carolina and Virginia but it was unlikely that they would arrive in time

· Lincoln next suggested arming 1,500 slaves- or else he would have to leave Charlestown for the British- this was quickly denied
· Lincoln should have left but didn’t because his reputation and honor were on the line- he made a stand at Charlestown

· Washington couldn’t even send any men because they were snowed in and had no shoes

· February 11, 1780 British General Clinton arrived 20 miles south of Charlestown- they unloaded and began to march to Charlestown

British Siege on Charleston (19:05-30:33)
· General Lincoln readied himself for the assault and his reinforcements never arrived
· The defense of the city depended on earthen walls, trenches, and obstacles to slow the British

· Lincoln knew though that he needed reinforcements
· General Clinton hoped to take Charlestown without destroying it.  He would surround the city and begin a siege

· He built parallel circles around the city that would get tighter and tighter eventually taking the city- he used slaves who had joined the British to dig the parallels

· Over time, thousands of slaves escaped and ran to the British lines to gain their freedom

· Each day of the siege brought the two sides closer together

· On Day 7 of the siege the additional soldiers arrived (they marched 505 miles in just 30 days) but there were only 700 Virginians

· On Day 8 British warships sailed into Charlestown Harbor and Fort Moultrie did little to stop them

· On Day 10 of the siege the Americans were given an ultimatum to surrender- Lincoln refused

· On Day 14 shelling into the town occurred.  There was only one escape route along the Cooper River by Monck’s Corner (this was the last section that needed to be taken by the British to completely surround the city)
· Bannister Tarleton was the British cavalry officer who was to take Monck’s Corner

· Tarleton’s plan was for a surprise attack and they caught the Continentals off guard

· The final road out of Charlestown was now closed

The Noose Tightens (30:33-36:41)
· April 1780, the siege entered its third week and Clinton began to tighten the noose around the city
· On Day 21 some of the colonial officers wanted to take a water retreat but Lincoln refused due to the location of the British navy
· Lincoln requested a 6-hour truce to discuss a surrender

· He would give up Charlestown to the British but would be given 10-days of unmolested retreat with their arms and supplies and a guarantee that the citizens property would be protected and they would have the right to sell off their possessions and leave the city

· General Clinton rejected the offer and called for a full and unconditional surrender which was rejected by Lincoln
· On Day 30 of the siege the British were now 500 feet away and could fire with accuracy into the city
· On Day 38 Lincoln was trying to figure some way to extend the defense but he learned that his men were starting to abandon their posts and the citizens had had enough

The South Surrenders (36:41-44:47)
· After more than a month of siege, Charlestown was surrounded and worn out
· Clinton once again required a complete surrender of Lincoln- the time had come to surrender to the British
· On May 12, 1780 the American Southern Army surrendered to the British- the 5,000 men became prisoners to the British

· General Clinton now believed that the other southern colonies would soon fall as well

· In Morristown, New Jersey Washington learned that his southern army was now lost

· Insubordination and talk of mutiny occurred in the northern army

· Washington responded on May 26, 1780 by planning to hang soldiers in front of all of his men
· As they were about to be hanged- a soldier stepped forward and asked for a reprieve

· 7 of the 8 men were reprieved by Washington

· Only 1 was hanged

· This was Washington’s show of authority and compassion as an example for all of his men
